
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Tuesday, April 3, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, Commissioner LaPorte called the meeting to order at 
6:40 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph LaPorte and Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation 
David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware.  
Absent/Excused:  Chairman John Fontana and Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Palmieri made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the Minutes of the 
March 7, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
VISITORS: None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay asked if the board needed to vote on setting rates for swim lessons.  Members did not believe 
they had done so in the past and suggested keeping the rates the same as last year.  The rental rates for the 
Community Pavilion need to go to the Council for approval according to an email Dave received from the 
Town Manager.  He is not sure at which meeting that would take place but most likely in April.  
Commissioner Kanute questioned why the Council had to vote on the rates; he believed the Park Board 
had the authority to do so.  Dave said that the funds from the rentals will go into a special Pavilion Rental 
line item according to the Finance Director and that expenses related to the pavilion could be paid from 
that line.  Also, if there are any excess funds at the end of the year, they would carry forward, in other 
words, they would not go into the General Fund. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Michael Manware reported that he had a busy March because of the good weather.  Some renovation 
work was done on the community sign.  It is something that would have been contracted out but was done 
by our crews.  The decorative lights on North Main Street are completed.  A new light was placed at 
Panthorn garage to shine on the flag.  Spring cleanup has started.  A lot of stumps were ground up within 
the groves; it was cleaned up.  Ball field preparation.  A test of the clay in the infield showed what the soil 
needed; a load was delivered today; should improve drainage.  The crew also built a set of steel bleachers 
at Western on site.  This saved a lot of money.  The Recreation playground was resurfaced for safety 
purposes with about 90 yds. of material.  Panthorn was finished also.  The quote was about $8,000 but we 
had a bulk delivery brought in and did it ourselves.  All this was possible because of the good weather.  
Commissioner Kanute said the town has no foresight for maintaining playgrounds, the trail, etc.  We have 
to start putting money aside to keep up with the maintenance. 
 
Discussion followed regarding ADA requirements for the pools.  The new laws would require a beach 
entrance at a 12:1 ratio.  Mr. Manware spoke to several pool companies about the new rules.  He 
discussed it with Steve Wlodkowski and believes that we will get two portable chairs, one for each pool. 
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Commissioner LaPorte stated that there used to be a big ditch at the drive-in that the Highway 
Department took care of.  They did a nice job.  It had been quoted at $18,000 as part of the project so the 
town staff saved a lot of money.  Commissioner Kanute felt we should publicize the fact that the town 
crews are saving money and recognize the people involved.  Commissioner LaPorte stated that there will 
be a dedication ceremony and people will be recognized then. 
 
Mr. Manware said that the STEPS group wants to put a plaque or something near the tree that was planted 
at Recreation Park last year.  They have indicated they would like a brick sign.  Mr. Manware believes 
that a plaque would be appropriate, perhaps a piece of slate on the ground in front of the tree.  He does not 
want to get into serious paver work there.  The board agreed and left it to Mr. Manware’s discretion. 
 
Commissioner Palmieri made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Kanute.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
   
NEW BUSINESS:   
A.  Board of Education School Use Application.  Mr. Lapreay spoke about the application process for 
school usage.  The way it is set up now, he is also involved for all other groups not pertaining to any 
Parks and Recreation activities.  He is being asked to review applications even when someone wants to 
use a school gym.  Commissioners agreed that he should only be involved in department sponsored 
applications.  Dave is scheduling a meeting to discuss it with the BOE.  He will keep the board informed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by 
Commissioner Kanute and carried unanimously at 7:02 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


